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bourgeoisie; the working classes, having revolted against the bourgeoi-
sie, must actively and energetically struggle against the implements of
their enslavement.
Thus the party of the Third International declared war on re-
ligion and anti-Christian propaganda to be "not a private, but an
all-party, all-proletarian task," employing the usual methods of
class struggle against the bourgeoisie. These views had not been
clearly defined by the time of the second session of the Orthodox
Council, and even the very stability of the Bolshevik regime still
seemed doubtful. But the decree on the separation of church and
schools stated the question of war on religion quite pointedly. An
immediate reaction to it was all-important, and considering the
mood of the Council the character of this reaction could be easily
anticipated.
At a sitting on January 25, 1918, Prince E. Trubetskoy in mak-
ing a report on the decree described it as "an act of open perse-
cution of the Orthodox church. . . . Those in power are threat-
ening the very essence of the church, and have issued the decree
in pursuance of this satanic design." They "are endeavoring to
destroy the church, its institutions, and the clergy, with the aim
of abolishing every opportunity for worship and divine service.**
Something had to be done, but the Council possessed only the
old methods: the "punishment of the sinners by penance or ex-
communication*' and an "appeal to the people to rally round the
churches and monasteries for the defense of the sanctuaries
against the transgressors." "So God help them," said the chairman
when the resolutions were passed. Unwilling to tolerate the pres-
ent situation and anticipating further persecutions, the Council also
promptly accepted another resolution, which empowered the Pa-
triarch to appoint several candidates for the post of Locum
Tenens, in case of his absence. These candidates were to be
known only to the Patriarch and would be supplied by him with
credentials, so that if necessary the power could pass automatically
from one of them to another and "the church would never be
without a supreme central authority, invested with the full rights
of the Patriarch."
Thus the challenge was accepted and the open struggle began.
A proclamation, approved by the Council, referred to "the people